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About
The Legal Aid for Amazonia is an interdisciplinary
initiative and network dedicated to uplifting and
empowering indigenous Amazonian communities and
graduate students through legal support and care-
based advocacy, bridging the north and south.
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Problems
01 Criminalization and threats to defenders

02 Ecosystem destruction

03 Lack/insufficient legal & financial support

04 Ethnic & gender-based challenges



AN ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVIST IS
MURDERED EVERY TWO DAYS IN THE
WORLD (GLOBAL WITNESS, 2023) 



18% OF AMAZON FORESTS HAVE BEEN COMPLETELY
LOST AND AN ADDITIONAL 17% ARE DEGRADED.
DATA FOR THE FIRST HALF OF 2022 SHOWS THAT THE
LOSS CONTINUES TO GROW (WWF, 2022) 



SOUTH AMERICA IS BEING RAVAGED BY FIRE (...)
BREAKING A PREVIOUS RECORD FOR THE NUMBER OF
BLAZES SEEN IN A YEAR UP TO SEPT. 11. SATELLITE
DATA ANALYZED BY BRAZIL'S SPACE RESEARCH
AGENCY INPE HAS REGISTERED 346,112 FIRE
HOTSPOTS SO FAR THIS YEAR IN ALL 13 COUNTRIES
OF SOUTH AMERICA, TOPPING THE EARLIER 2007
RECORD OF 345,322 HOTSPOTS IN A DATA SERIES
THAT GOES BACK TO 1998. (REUTERS)



CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS DENOUNCED A DIFFERENTIATED
USE OF VIOLENCE AGAINST INDIGENOUS WOMEN LEADERS AND
DEFENDERS, AND AN INCREASED USE OF TARGETED GENDERED
AND SEXUAL VIOLENCE AS A STRATEGY TO PRESSURE THEM
AWAY FROM THEIR LANDS AND TOWARDS CITIES, MAKING WAY
FOR EXTRACTIVE ACTIVITIES.



Objectives
Interdisciplinary Legal and

Care-Based Support

Co-create community-led 
legal / interdisciplinar

strategies that integrate
Indigenous knowledge and

care practices.

Bridgening Global South -
North with advocacy

and solidarity

Strengthen Indigenous
Leadership, focus on

empowering women & Re-
center academia with student

leadership/commitment



How to?
Direct engagement between TNS community and Amazon
communities, highlighting the critical need for accessible legal
aid and financial aid.
Legal-interdisciplinary support that nurtures environmental
guardianship and community empowerment.
Knowledge, care, land and law to empower and defend. 

“Estudiar y luchar es deber estudiantil"
(Study and fight is students duty)



Activities Current activities Expanding efforts

Direct support via
NGOs & Government

Relationship building with NGOs &
government bodies

Proposals for legal & financial aid

Recruit legal/interdisciplinar volunteers 
Develop regional coordinators

Foster direct indigenous leader engagement

Workshops / training
Workshops on human rights, children

rights and gender-based violence with
emphasis in Amazon

Partner with universities for pro-bono support
Needs assessment & design

Mentorships program

Legal reports &
Press Notes

Data collection with federations, leaders &
lawyers. Standarized report/press

releases/aid drafting

Engage with social media for broader outreach
Collaborate with Marisol / Linda for co-authorship

Call for Inputs UN
Draft submissions aligned with UN

protocols in consultation with indigenous
leaders and lawyers

Increase submissions, with advocacy organization.
Involve students in drafts



Interdisciplinary reaearch that combines
legal and financial aid with care



GRADUATE
STUDENTS

INDIGENOUS
LEADERS

AMAZON
ACTIVISTS

HHRR
DEFENDERSPROFESSORS

GOVERNMENT

Mecanismo Intersectorial para la
Protección de Personas Defensoras
de Derechos Humanos (MINJUS)

Programa Pueblos Indígenas
Defensoría del Pueblo 

NOT COMPETITION BUT COLLABORATION

https://www.gob.pe/50403-ministerio-de-justicia-y-derechos-humanos-mecanismo-intersectorial-para-la-proteccion-de-personas-defensoras-de-derechos-humanos
https://www.gob.pe/50403-ministerio-de-justicia-y-derechos-humanos-mecanismo-intersectorial-para-la-proteccion-de-personas-defensoras-de-derechos-humanos
https://www.gob.pe/50403-ministerio-de-justicia-y-derechos-humanos-mecanismo-intersectorial-para-la-proteccion-de-personas-defensoras-de-derechos-humanos
https://www.defensoria.gob.pe/adjuntia/medio-ambiente/
https://www.defensoria.gob.pe/adjuntia/medio-ambiente/
https://www.defensoria.gob.pe/adjuntia/medio-ambiente/


Stephanie: Lawyer, MA in Human Rights and Law,
currently pursuing an MA+PhD in Anthropology at NSSR. 

Focused on indigenous rights, children’s rights, gender,
anthropology of violence.



Marisol: Kichwa leader of the Tupac Amaru community in
San Martin and currently president of the FEPIKECHA.
Served on the board of directors of the CODEPISAM,
the regional organization that is part of AIDESEP.

Linda: Lawyer and human rights defender, worked with
FECONAU, IDL, FPP, CNDDHH and the Human Rights
Comission of Pucalpa. Currently head of the SCC Legal
Program. in Ucayali.



Columba: Anthropologist PhD University of Toronto,
Assistant Professor of Anthropology at The New School.
Research on feminist ecology and ethics of care. 
Studied relationship between monarch butterflies and
communities they interact with. Currently, professor
mentoring the project. 

Rosita: Political scientist with a diploma in Human Rights,
MPA at Syracuse. Experience conducting research in
the Peruvian Amazon (Amazonas and San Martín).
Currently, PhD student in Politics at CUNY.



Carmen: K'iche' woman, anthropologist, socio-
environmental psychotherapist, activist committed to
healing and life-saving processes, as a network serving
everyone.t with. Currently, professor mentoring the
project. 

Carol: Anthropologist from Universidad de los Andes, MA
in Visual Arts from UNAM. Her research and practice
intersect cinema and performance art with human rights
advocacy. Worked on the project Howls in the
Mountains with a women’s union in Colombia on
alternative healing practices for post war trauma.



Re-re-orienting ideas
Women are constantly denied
autonomy over their bodies; girls
even face greater vulnerability
due to gender, age, ethnicity,
and rural living situation. In the
Amazon, struggles over
territorial control are constant
and deeply entangled with
systems of oppression. 

The decolonial feminist concept
Cuerpo-Territorio highlights how
Indigenous women resist imposed
victimhood through care and
embodied resistance. Marisol's
and Carmen’s teachings
reinforce care and self-care as a
radical act. 



Re-re-orienting support
Technical legal advisory

(weekly \ byweekly meetings)

Logistics
(events + meetings + travel)

Enhance indigenous led
campaings & initiatives 

(design & grant writinng) 

Translation
(English - Spanish)

(legal - friendly)



New questions
How the criminalization of Indigenous women & girls is
interconnected with the land

How law can be reimagined through solidarity and
alternative care systems?

How can indigenous led-alternatives be supported
(Indigenous Guards)?



To reclaim governance over their ancestral territories.
The Indigenous Guards of the Shipibo and Kakataibo
peoples are collectively organizing through their
representative organizations COSHIKOX and
FENACOKA.  Their work centers on protecting rivers,
lakes, forests, and wildlife through community-led
environmental stewardship.
Together, they represent 33 base communities across
three regions of the Peruvian Amazon: Ucayali,
Huánuco, and Loreto, encompassing approximately 8.5
million hectares of territory.

Why indigenous Guards



Of the 33 bases, 25 are located between
Ucayali and Loreto, within Shipibo territory.
The Shipibo people have reported the
highest number of threats, with 107
documented cases, while the Kakataibo
people face the highest per capita risk,
including a tragic number of assassinations—
between 9 and 19 in recent years.
Protected natural areas (Áreas Naturales
Protegidas) are being used not only for
environmental protection but also as a
strategy to strengthen territorial defense.



https://event.newschool.edu/flowruptureanthrogradconference






Buen vivir es cuidado a la vida y el
territorio con dignidad

SUMAQ KAWSAY
KAMETSA ASAIKE
KÜME MONGEN




